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23 Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching.  My Father will love 

them, and we will come to them and make our home with them.  24 Anyone who does not 

love me will not obey my teaching.  These words you hear are not my own; they belong to 

the Father who sent me.  
25 “All this I have spoken while still with you.  26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, 

whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of 

everything I have said to you.  27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you.  I do not give 

to you as the world gives.  Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.  
28 “You heard me say, ‘I am going away and I am coming back to you.’  If you loved me, 

you would be glad that I am going to the Father, for the Father is greater than I.  29 I have 

told you now before it happens, so that when it does happen you will believe. 

 

 

We pray.  Lord Jesus Christ, sanctify us with the truth.  Your Word is truth.  Amen.  

That hymn we just sang (Good Christians, One and All, Rejoice!) is a long one.  It’s a 

long one but it’s a good one isn’t it?  It does an excellent job of summarizing God’s plan of 

redemption for His fallen creation.  The final two stanzas are the reason that we sang that hymn 

today.  Because in them, Luther essentially paraphrases the words that Jesus spoke in our Gospel 

Lesson, words He spoke to His disciples on Maundy Thursday. 

But what are we doing looking at something that Jesus said to the disciples the night 

before he died when we’re supposed to be celebrating Easter?  This coming Thursday, marks 

Ascension Day.  Forty days after Jesus rose from the dead He ascended into heaven.  On 

Maundy Thursday, Jesus was preparing His disciples not only for His imminent departure as He 

was led away and crucified, but also for that longer departure, when after rising from the dead 

He would ascend to the throne of His Father in heaven.  He was, in a sense, leaving His 

disciples.  But He did not want them to feel abandoned and alone.  And so with the time He had 

with them that Maundy Thursday evening, He comforts them.  In those verses we’re looking at 

today, He does that by giving them a promise.  “Although I am leaving,” He says, “I am going to 

leave you something, I’m giving you peace.”  Today, as we remember our Savior’s Easter 

victory and celebrate the joyous truths of His resurrection, one truth in particular that fills us with 

joy is the truth that we have peace!  Jesus’ resurrection makes perfectly clear that the peace He 

came to offer us has been won for us, it has been offered to us, and it is ours! 

Life isn’t a cake-walk.  Our journey through life is not always easy is it?  It can be 

stressful, aggravating, disheartening, terrifying… life can be a lot of things, and peaceful does 

not always seem to be one of them.  As Jesus looked forward to the hours that lay ahead for Him 

and His disciples, He knew what life was going to be like for them.  He knew what was going 

through their minds right then and there.  They were saddened by the prospect of Jesus’ death 

which He kept insisting was at hand.  They were perplexed over the news that one of them was 

going to betray Jesus and hand Him over to be killed.  They were confused as to how Jesus could 
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really be the Messiah if he was about to die.  And they were ashamed at their own selfishness 

and pride, a shame which was only going to grow over the next few hours.   

And so it’s in the midst of all of those emotions that Jesus looks at them and says, Peace 

I leave with you; my peace I give you.  I do not give to you as the world gives.  Do not let 

your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. 

Are we so different from those disciples who were gathered before Jesus that night?  

What is it that troubles your heart?  What is it that leads you to fear?  We don’t have the words of 

Jesus that one of us would betray Him running through our minds.  We don’t have the prospect 

that our beloved Jesus is about to die.  But we do have same selfishness and pride that continues 

to shame us.  Each of us, as we look at our own sin might have moments where we how God 

could continue to love and forgive us.  When tragedy or hardships strike, the question of God’s 

faithfulness rises up to challenge our faith and it would be so easy for us to fall into doubt and 

despair.  Jesus does not want you to lose heart or to be afraid.  So He promises you peace and 

bids you Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. 

Our lesson this morning began with the words, Anyone who loves me will obey my 

teaching.  My Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with 

them.  Anyone who does not love me will not obey my teaching.  These words you hear are 

not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me. 

What do those words do to you?  Do they fill you with comfort or do they add to the 

thoughts in your heart that trouble you and fill you with fear.  I think there can be a similarity 

between these words and the words Jesus shared so often with His disciples: that it was 

necessary for Him to suffer and die and on the third day be raised again.  Whenever Jesus spoke 

those words to His disciples, they got so hung up on the first part—where Jesus said He was 

going to die—that they missed the most important part: He was going to rise again! 

It’s easy for us to get so caught up on that first line—If anyone loves me, then he or she 

will keep my commands—that we lose the entire point of what Jesus is trying to tell us.  

Instead, we come away questioning, “Do I love Jesus?”  It’s true that those words are meant to 

cut into each of us personally and lead us to question whether we do love Jesus.  So consider for 

a moment what Jesus has done for you.  Consider what He gave up for you.  He became a human 

being like us and allowed Himself to suffer, to be mistreated and ridiculed and hung on a cross to 

die.  Consider what He has won for you.  Through His death on the cross He won your salvation, 

won you forgiveness from all of your sins and won you an eternal inheritance in heaven with 

Him.  Consider why He did that.  He did it because He loves you, because He wants nothing 

more than for you to spend eternity smiling and laughing and rejoicing with Him in heaven.  And 

then ask yourself, “Do I love Him?”  I do.  Do you?  By a show of hands how many of you love 

Jesus?   

Good!  I knew that I would see a lot of hands.  I knew that, because in the short time I’ve 

been here I’ve seen evidence of that love for Jesus in your words and your actions.  When Jesus 

said this to His disciples that night in the upper room in Jerusalem He knew they loved Him too.  

A few minutes after this morning’s lesson, in a prayer to God the Father, Jesus would say about 

those disciples: Father, they have obeyed your word.  They know that everything you have 

given me comes from you.  For I gave them the words you gave me and they accepted them.  
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They know with certainty that I came from you, and they believe that you sent me (Jn 17:6-

8). 

So the answer Jesus wants us to come up with as we inspect ourselves is that, yes, we do 

indeed love Him.  And the response He says will flow naturally from that love is that we will 

keep His teachings, and devote ourselves to His Word.  The word there in the Greek is logos, the 

same word we have in John chapter one where it says the word became flesh and made His 

dwelling among us.  If you love Me, Jesus says, that love will express itself through devotion to 

Me and to My Word.   

And even as love God and devote ourselves to His Word Jesus tells us that He and the 

Father will make come and abide with us.  What does that mean for us?  As God dwells in the 

hearts of Christians through His holy Word He is going to admonish us.  He’s going to convict 

us of our sins when we fail to keep His commands and then He’s going to drive us to repentance.  

In repentance, God is going to assure us of the salvation that we have in Jesus, and fill us with 

the peace and comfort of forgiveness.  That is what God does because of His love for us. 

But what does Satan do?  Satan allows us to listen to Jesus right up through that first 

sentence—If you loves me, you will keep my commands—and then he starts to fill our heads 

with doubt.  Can I really say that I love Jesus?  Can I really say that I devote myself to Him and 

to His Word or that I keep His teachings and commandments?  I sin every single day!  Does that 

mean I don’t love Jesus?  Does that mean the Father does not love me, that He won’t come to me 

and make His dwelling with me? 

This is not the intent that Jesus had for these words that are meant to comfort us.  Peace I 

leave with you; He says, my peace I give you.  I do not give to you as the world gives.  Do 

not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. 

When Jesus says I do not give peace as the world gives peace there’s really a twofold 

meaning there.  Now first of all, the manner in which Jesus gives us peace is far different than 

the manner in which the world gives us peace.  But even better than that, the quality of the peace 

that Jesus has to offer is far beyond the kind of peace the world has to give. 

The peace the world gives is temporary and fickle, it’s the peace you feel on a full 

stomach, the peace of paying off your loans or your mortgage, it’s the peace of completing a 

project you’ve been working on for years, or the peace of security in a country that is not at war.  

That kind of peace feels good.  And of course it does, because worldly peace is all about how 

you feel.  But how long does that last?  Until you get hungry again, start a new project, or your 

car dies and you have to buy a new one.   

The peace that Jesus left us with as He ascended into heaven, more than dealing with how 

we feel stems from how God feels toward us.  Jesus gave up His life for us on the cross so that 

the very memory of our sins would be wiped away.  He died for us so that having been cleansed 

of our sins we might become His brothers and sisters, members of His family.  And when God 

the Father raised Him from the dead He put the exclamation mark on that phrase, It is finished!  

He says, “Yes, your sins are forgiven.  Yes you are Jesus’ brothers and sisters; you are my sons 

and daughters!”  Jesus gives you peace! 

Just a few moments before our lesson this morning Jesus had said to His disciples.  In my 

Father’s house are many rooms.  I am going there to prepare a place for you.  And if I go 

and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may 
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be where I am.  Part of the joy of Easter that fills us with peace, is knowing that our risen Savior 

is preparing a home for us in heaven where we can live with Him.  But that word Jesus used 

there for the home He is preparing for you in heaven, is the same word He uses right here in our 

lesson today when He says that He and the Father will come even now and make their home with 

you. 

And! he says, they will send the Holy Spirit to be your counselor, your friend, your 

comforter, reminding you as you devote yourself to God’s Word of Jesus and His love for you.  

Reminding you, that you have peace. 

Our journey through life is not always easy.  Things may happen that will make us feel 

stressed, aggravated, sad, afraid, or alone.  But do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not be 

afraid.  Jesus gives you peace, a peace the world cannot give.  The peace of sins forgiven, of 

salvation and eternal life.  Jesus gives you the peace of knowing He is still with you and always 

will be.  Amen. 

 


